Jo-Anne B. Matteo, MS, CCC-SLP began her career as a public school speech-language
pathologist in Connecticut in 1980. She received her B.A. in Communication Disorders from
Southern Connecticut State College in 1979, M.S. in Speech-Language Pathology from Adelphi
University in 1980, and an advanced degree in Administration and Supervision from Southern
Connecticut State University in 1983. As a special education administrator since 1994, she has
been involved in staff and program development. She is the founder of a public school program
for preschool and elementary children who present with significant special needs in the areas of
communication, cognitive, social, behavioral and motor disabilities. These students have been
using PECS to improve functional communication skills while they take part in a classroom that
has been implementing the Pyramid Approach to Education. Jo-Anne has worked in this program
as the speech-language pathologist and the program coordinator. Jo-Anne has presented
extensively at various conferences and workshops to parents and professionals in the areas of
speech-language development, functional communication and program design. She is also an
active member of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association.
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Anne K. Overcash, M.Ed. is a Senior Consultant and PECS® Supervisor for Pyramid
Educational Consultants in the United States. With nearly 30 years of experience in the field of
autism and developmental disabilities she specializes in providing training and consultation to
those who serve individuals with complex communication needs. In addition to communication
training and consultation, she provides training and consultation on developing effective
educational environments with a focus on enhancing learners’ skill sets and decreasing unwanted
behaviors. Anne has worked extensively across the USA as well as internationally. Her
background in a variety of educational settings, including public schools and comprehensive
knowledge of the Picture Exchange Communication System® (PECS®) and The Pyramid
Approach to Education® combined with years of training groups provide a unique platform from
which Anne is able to deliver empowering training sessions and effective consultation.
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